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AMENDMENTS TO JH£_CLAIMS_ 



(Currently amended) A method of locating an item in a facility, the method comprising: 
positioning a number of room transmitters in multiple areas within a facility; 
configuring each room transmitter to generate a unique, modulated signature; 
wherein configuring each room transmitter includes configuring a first room transmitter 
to send a time varying signal that varies between a first frequency and a second frequency and 
configuring a second room transmitter to send a time varying signal that varies between a third 
frequency and a fourth frequency during the same time that the first transmitter sends its time 
varying signal; 

wherein configuring each room transmitter includes synchronizing the room transmitters 
within a room so that each room transmitter sends a unique, time dependent signal; 

fitting one or more items with a location tag, at least one of the items operable to acquire 
physiologic data from a patient associated with the item; 

configuring each location tag to regularly generate a signal having information regarding 
the identity of the location tag, the physiologic data, and the signature of any room transmitter 
within a reception range of the respective tag; 

positioning at least one locating receiver within the facility; and 

determining the likely location and identity of the location tag based on the signal of the 
location tag; and 

A m e thod an claim e d in claim 30. furth e r comprising wherein determining the likely 
location includes determining the location of a the location tag based on the offset of the time 
varying signals from the first and second room transmitters. 
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(Currently amended) A method of locating an item in a facility, the method comprising: 
positioning a number of room transmitters in multiple areas within a facility; 
configuring each room transmitter to generate a unique, modulated signature; 
wherein configuring each room transmitter includes configuring a first room transmitter 
to send a time varying signal that varies between a first frequency and a second frequency and 
configuring a second room transmitter to send a time varying signal that varies between a third 
frequency and a fourth frequency during the same time that the first transmitter sends its time 
varying signal; 

fitting one or more items with a location tag, at least one of the items operable to acquire 
physiologic data; 

distributing the tagged items throughout the facility; 

configuring each location tag to have an identity, to regularly transmit its identity and the 
physiologic data, and to regularly retransmit the signature or a representation of the signature of 
any room transmitter within a reception range of the respective tag; 

positioning at least one locating receiver within the facility; and 
determining the likely location and identity of at least one of the location tags based on 
transmissions from that location tag received by the locating receiver; and 

A method as claim e d in claim 42. furth e r comprising wherein determining the likely 
location includes determining the location of a one of the location tag tags based on the offset of 
the time varying signal from the first and second room transmitters. 

44-53. (Canceled) 



Page 3 of 5 




■rtppT-No. 09/681,621 
Amdt. dated June 7, 2004 
Reply to Office action of April 6, 2004 




^4: (Previously presented) A method of locating an item in a facility, the method 
comprising: 

positioning a number of room transmitters within a facility; 

synchronizing the room transmitters within an area of the facility so that each room 
transmitter generates a unique, time dependent signal wherein a first room transmitter is 
configured to send its unique, time dependent signal which varies between a first frequency and a 
second frequency and wherein a second room transmitter is configured to send its unique, time 
dependent signal which varies between a third frequency and a fourth frequency during the same 
time that the first transmitter sends its time dependent signal; 

fitting one or more items with a location tag; 



configuring each location tag to have an identity, to transmit its identity, and to retransmit 
the unique, time dependent signal of any room transmitter within a reception range of the 
respective location tag; 

positioning at least one location receiver within the facility, the location receiver operable 
to receive the unique, time dependent signals from the location tag; and 

determining the location and identity of at least one of the location tags based on the 
offset of the time dependent signals from the first and second room transmitters. 




distributing the tagged items throughout the facility; 



Page 4 of 5 



